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Fig. 8
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1
INPUT DEVICE

The present application claims the priority rights of
Japanese Patent Application No. 2009-017322 filed on Jan.
28, 2009, and incorporates herein the entire disclosure of the
application for reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to input devices and par-
ticularly relates to an input device comprising a touch panel.

BACKGROUND ART

For mobile terminals such as mobile phones, for example,
various input devices that a user uses to operate a terminal
have been developed according to the function or usage of
each terminal. In many cases, a user conducts by directly
pressing mechanical keys, buttons, or the like in many cases,
which are disposed on the surface of the body of a mobile
terminal, with a finger and the like.

Normally, mechanical keys (e.g. numerical keys and the
like) of an input device in such a terminal are preliminarily
arranged in accordance with the primary usage of the
terminal. Therefore, in general, the physical key arrange-
ment provided initially cannot be changed afterwards.

Incidentally, nowadays, as there are mobile phones
installed with digital cameras or music playing functions,
various kinds of functions are incorporated in small mobile
terminals. There are those, such as mobile phones, installed
with many auxiliary functions besides their primary terminal
usage or those equipped with a plurality of primary usages
in one terminal, such as schedule management or address
books as in PDA (personal digital assistant) and the like. In
such a terminal, if the key arrangement is fixed, sometimes
a user is significantly inconvenienced during operation input
depending on the function being used.

In order to eliminate such inconveniences in operation
inputs, input devices have been disclosed comprising a
touch panel which is configured by arranging a clear input
unit on the front surface of a liquid crystal display screen
consisting of a display unit (e.g. refer to Patent Document 1).
Generally, an input device having such a touch panel dis-
plays an image of operation keys, buttons and the like, and
characters and a string of characters prompting an input
(from hereon referred as “object”) on the display screen on
the touch panel. If a user presses an object displayed on the
display screen, an input unit corresponding to the location in
the touch panel receives the input.

A folding type mobile phone described in Patent Docu-
ment 1 displays objects in an arbitrary arrangement on the
display screen, is capable of receiving operation inputs from
a user, and is capable of configuring a free arrangement of
keys and the like. As a result, the mobile phone is capable
of providing very favorable operability by arbitrarily chang-
ing the arrangement of objects according to the function,
every time when each function of the terminal is switched.
When the user uses a digital camera function equipped in the
mobile phone, for example, the mobile phone is capable of
displaying on the touch panel an object that constitutes an
operation part for a digital camera, and receiving operation
inputs. In contrast, when a user inputs characters for e-mails
and the like using the mobile phone, the mobile phone is
capable of receiving inputs by displaying an object that
constitutes a keyboard such as one used in a personal
computer on a touch panel. In this manner, this mobile
phone is capable of receiving operation inputs by respec-
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tively optimizing one input device for a plurality of func-
tions as a result of comprising a touch panel.

Furthermore, since an input device having a touch panel
receives inputs according to an input method in which a user
directly contacts (touches) objects that are displayed on a
display unit with a fingertip or the like, the user can conduct
very intuitive operations. That is, the user conducts opera-
tions by directly touching the objects that are being dis-
played on a screen with a fingertip or the like, following
guidance that is displayed on the screen of a touch panel.
Therefore, the user can operate a terminal very easily by
intuitive operations in accordance with the guidance dis-
played on the screen, resulting in an expected reduction in
error operations.

In this manner, because of the advantages of a touch panel
that can enhance the degree of freedom in configuring an
input unit and that allows a user to conduct operation inputs
very intuitively, there is an increasing tendency towards
terminal devices with an input device comprising a touch
panel.

Besides mobile terminals, such an input device having a
touch panel like the one described above is provided for an
ATM (Automated Teller Machine) at a bank and the like, and
a ticketing machine at a station and the like, and is com-
monly used nowadays. Furthermore, when an employee
processes an order from a customer in shops such as fast
food restaurants and the like, the work is conducted using a
terminal device comprising an input device with a touch
panel such as one described above. By using a touch panel
for an input device, mechanical operation buttons, keys or
the like, such as a keyboard, besides a touch panel becomes
inessential. Therefore, less space for arranging mechanical
operation buttons or the like on the main body of a terminal
device is required, and thus, overall down-sizing of the
terminal device itself can be achieved. This, in turn, makes
it possible to enhance the degree of freedom for the mount-
ing location of a terminal device in various shops, inside
train stations, and the like.

Furthermore, the operation inputs of a personal computer
(PC) may also be conducted from a display that comprises
a touch panel. In general, operation inputs with respect to a
PC vary depending on the application program to be used
(from hereon, simply referred as “application”). However, as
a result of development of a GUI (Graphical User Interface),
many applications have been designed to conduct intuitive
operations. Moreover, even if applications to be used are
different, many operations of files or folders conducted on a
desktop that is displayed on a display are common due to
requirements with respect to the intuitive operability. There-
fore, many known operation inputs of a PC were conducted
mainly by using input devices such as a keyboard or a
mouse, but a user may now conduct such operation inputs
very intuitively using a display comprising a touch panel.

FIG. 15 is an illustration schematically illustrating a
configuration of a data transfer system that includes an
information processor described in above Patent Document
2. In FIG. 15, a data transfer system 100 comprises a data
storage playback device 110 and a mobile type data storage
playback device (mobile type storage playback device) 120.
The data storage playback device 110 has storage and
playback functions of data (for example, music data), and
the mobile type storage playback device 120 also has storage
and playback functions of music data. The data storage
playback device 110 and the mobile type storage playback
device 120 are communicably connected to each other via a
communication cable 130.
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The data storage playback device 110 is capable of storing
music data ripped from a CD or music data downloaded
from a music distribution server (not shown in Figures) via
a network NT. A user can transfer the music data stored in
the data storage playback device 110 to the mobile type
storage playback device 120 by conducting operations on
the display unit comprising a touch panel 140. As a result,
the data storage playback device 120 is capable of repro-
ducing music data by storing the transferred music data even
after the connection to the communication cable 130 is cut
off.

FIG. 16 is an illustration schematically illustrating a user
conducting operations of a folder on the display unit com-
prising a touch panel 140 in the data storage playback device
110. As shown in FIG. 16(A), an icon A 100 and an icon A
200 for starting up an application are displayed on the
display unit with a touch panel 140. When the user directly
contacts (touches) these icons with a fingertip or the like, the
corresponding application starts. It is presumed to be set in
such a way that the start up operation may be conducted by
an operation of quickly touching twice (double touching) an
icon on the display unit with a touch panel 140, which is
equivalent to a double-click conducted by an input device
such as a mouse. Otherwise, it is also possible to presume to
be set in such a way that the operation may be conducted by
touching once (single touch) an icon on the display unit with
a touch panel 140, which is equivalent to a single-click
conducted by an input device such as a mouse.

Furthermore, an icon F100 representing a folder A and an
icon F200 representing a folder B are displayed on a display
unit with a touch panel 140. Each of these folders A and B
may include a plurality of files and/or more folders accord-
ing to the hierarchical structure of a conventional directory.
Furthermore, in the event of conducting an operation regard-
ing these folders A and B, the user can conduct an operation
corresponding to a conventional operation method of folders
that has been carried out with PCs. Therefore, for example,
when a user double touches (or single-touches) the icon
F100 of the folder A as shown in FIG. 16(A), the data storage
playback device 110 can display files that are included in the
folder A as shown in FIG. 16(B). If another folder is further
included in the folder A, by the user’s double-touch (or
single-touch), the data storage playback device 110 can
display files and/or more folders that are included in the
folder. In FIG. 16(B), a folder window is displayed, and files
in the folder A are displayed.

RELATED ART
Patent Documents

Patent Document 1: Japanese Unexamined Patent Applica-
tion Publication No. 2006-311224

Patent Document 2: Japanese Unexamined Patent Applica-
tion Publication No. 2008-250924

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
Problems to be Solved by the Invention

In general, in an input device such as the display unit with
a touch panel 140 of the data storage playback device 110,
when an operation of closing a folder window that is
displaying files and the like included in a folder takes place,
the user has to touch an icon as a closing operation. In FIG.
16 (B), for example, the user can close a folder window
(from hereon referred as “closing” a folder) by touching an
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4

x-mark that is displayed in the upper right of the folder
window. Moreover, when a file and the like included in a
folder is displayed, in case of moving to the hierarchy that
is immediately above in the hierarchical structure of the
directory (from hereon, this operation is also referred as
“closing” a folder), the user has to touch an icon such as
“return” or the like.

The location of an icon to be touched in case of closing
a folder is normally located separately from an icon to
display (from hereon, referred as “opening” a folder) files
and the like included in the folder. Therefore, to conduct a
touch operation in the event of closing a folder, it is a
troublesome that a user sometimes has to touch a location
that is very far from the location where the touch operation
was conducted in the event of opening a folder.

In order to solve the above problem, if an icon to be
touched in case of closing a folder is displayed near an icon
for opening a folder, for example, there is a risk of inducing
an error such that the folder ends up being closed immedi-
ately after the user opens the folder.

In case of conducting an operation of a folder using a large
size touch panel, if icons related to operations of opening
and closing a folder are not closely displayed, it is believed
that the above error may be reduced. However, in the event
of conducting such an operation, the user has to conduct an
operation that accompanies a major movement, and it ends
up as a load or stress to the user. On the other hand, in case
of conducting an operation of a folder using a small size
touch panel such as a mobile terminal, icons related to the
operations of opening and closing a folder have to be
displayed relatively close due to the problem of limited area
of the touch panel. Therefore, in this case, the risk of
generating the above error increases.

Therefore, an objective of the present invention designed
in view of such a situation is to provide an input device
capable of simply and promptly conducting reliable folder
operations using a touch panel.

Means for Solving the Problems

According to a first aspect of the invention to achieve the
above objective, an input device comprises: a display unit
displaying an object of a folder with a hierarchical structure;
an input unit receiving pressing inputs with respect to the
display unit; a load detection unit detecting a pressing load
with respect to the input unit; and a control unit controlling
a folder such that, if the folder is open and is displayed on
the display unit and if a pressing load satisfying a predefined
load standard with respect to the input unit is detected by the
load detection unit, the folder which has been open is closed.

According to a second aspect of the invention, an input
device comprises: a display unit displaying an object of a
folder with a hierarchical structure; an input unit receiving
pressing inputs with respect to the display unit; a load
detection unit detecting a pressing load with respect to the
input unit; and a control unit controlling a folder such that,
if a pressing load that changes from a state of not satisfying
a predefined load standard to a state of satisfying the
predefined load standard is detected by the load detection
unit with respect to the input unit corresponding to the
location of the object of the folder that is displayed in the
display unit, the folder is opened, and after the folder is
opened, if a pressing load that changes from a state of
satisfying the predefined load standard to a state of satisfy-
ing the predefined load standard is detected by the load
detection unit, the folder which has been open is closed.
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According to a third aspect of the invention, an input
device comprises: a display unit displaying an object of a
folder with a hierarchical structure; an input unit receiving
pressing inputs with respect to the display unit; a load
detection unit detecting a pressing load with respect to the
input unit; and a control unit controlling a folder such that,
if a pressing load that changes from a state of not satisfying
a first load standard to a state of satisfying the predefined
load standard is detected by the load detection unit with
respect to the input unit corresponding to the location of the
object of the folder that is displayed on the display unit, the
folder is opened, and after the folder is opened, if a pressing
load that changes from a state of satistfying a second load
standard which is lower than the first load to a state of
satisfying the predefined load standard is detected by the
load detection unit, a folder in the lowest hierarchy among
folders that are open is closed.

According to a fourth aspect of the invention, an input
device comprises: a display unit displaying an object of a
folder with a hierarchical structure; an input unit receiving
pressing inputs with respect to the display unit; a load
detection unit detecting a pressing load with respect to the
input unit; and a control unit controlling a folder such that,
if a pressing load that changes from a state of not satisfying
a first load standard to a state of satisfying the predefined
load standard is detected by the load detection unit with
respect to the input unit corresponding to the location of the
object of the folder that is displayed on the display unit, the
folder is opened, and after the folder is opened, if a pressing
load that changes from a state of satistfying a second load
standard which is higher than the first load standard to a state
of satisfying the predefined load standard is detected by the
load detection unit, a folder in the lowest hierarchy among
folders that are open is closed.

According to a fifth aspect of the invention, an input
device comprises: a display unit displaying an object of a
folder with a hierarchical structure; an input unit receiving
pressing inputs with respect to the display unit; a load
detection unit detecting a pressing load with respect to the
input unit; and a control unit controlling a folder such that,
if the folder is open and is displayed on the display unit, and
if a pressing load that changes from a state of satisfying a
first load standard to a state of not satisfying a second load
standard which is lower than the first load standard is
detected by the load detection unit with respect to the input
unit, all folders which are currently open are closed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing an exterior of a
mobile phone comprising an input device according to an
embodiment of the present embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a functional block diagram showing an internal
configuration of a mobile phone according to the present
embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary assembling
structure of a touch panel, a load detection unit and a
vibration part of the mobile phone shown in FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is a diagram conceptually showing how opening
and closing operations are conducted with respect to folders
according to the first embodiment.

FIG. 5 is a graph schematically showing exemplary
temporal changes of a pressing load detected by a load
detection unit when a user presses an input unit of the touch
panel.

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram of an opening/closing process of
a folder according to the second embodiment.
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FIG. 7 is a diagram showing an exemplary operation
process based on the process according to the second
embodiment.

FIG. 8 is a flow diagram for showing how opening/closing
a folder are processed according to the third embodiment.

FIG. 9 is a diagram showing an exemplary operation
process based on a process in which the opening operation
of folders according to the third embodiment is repeated.

FIG. 10 is a diagram showing an exemplary operation
process based on a process in which the closing operation of
folders according to the third embodiment is repeated.

FIG. 11 is a diagram showing an exemplary operation
process based on a process in which the opening operation
of folders according to the fourth embodiment is repeated.

FIG. 12 is a diagram showing an exemplary operation
process based on a process in which the closing operation of
folders according to the fourth embodiment is repeated.

FIG. 13 is a flow diagram of a closing process of a folder
according to the fifth embodiment.

FIG. 14 is a diagram showing an exemplary operation
process based on the process according to the fifth embodi-
ment.

FIG. 15 is a diagram schematically showing a configu-
ration of a data transfer system that includes an information
processor by conventional technologies.

FIG. 16 is a diagram schematically showing how a user
conducts operations of a folder on the display unit compris-
ing a touch panel in the data storage playback device by
conventional technologies.

EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION

Hereinafter, each embodiment of the present invention is
described with reference to drawings. In each embodiment
hereinafter, a mobile phone is described as an example of a
mobile terminal with an input device of the invention.
However, the mobile terminal to which the input device of
the present invention may be applied is not limited to a
mobile phone, but is applicable to any arbitrary mobile
terminal with a touch panel such as PDA. Furthermore, the
present invention is not limited to mobile terminal, but is
applicable to any arbitrary input terminal that has a touch
panel such as an ATM at a bank, a ticketing machine at a
station, or the like as described above.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing an exterior of a
mobile phone 10 comprising an input device according to a
first embodiment of the present embodiment. The mobile
phone 10 comprises a display unit 32 depicting a variety of
information and shapes such as keys or buttons and display-
ing the arrangement on a liquid crystal display (LCD) or an
organic EL display at the front surface of the terminal main
body as shown by cutting out a portion. Furthermore, in the
mobile phone 10, an input unit 34, which includes matrix
switches and the like where inputs with a user’s finger, a
stylus pen and the like are received, is arranged on a front
face of the display unit 32. In the present embodiment, the
display unit 32 and the input unit 34 inclusively constitute a
touch panel 30. The mobile phone 10 further includes a
voice-input unit 70 consisting of a microphone and the like,
a voice-output unit 80 consisting of a speaker and the like,
and a key-input unit 90 consisting of at least one mechanical
key.

In addition, the mobile phone 10 may include a digital
camera function part, a one-segment broadcasting tuner, a
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short-range radio communication part such as an infrared
communication function part and the like, and various
interfaces and the like, but the drawings and detailed
descriptions are omitted.

FIG. 2 is a functional block diagram schematically show-
ing an internal configuration of the mobile phone 10. The
mobile phone 10 includes a control unit 20, a touch panel 30,
a load detection unit 40, a vibration part 50, a storage part
60, a voice-input unit 70, a voice-output unit 80, and a
key-input unit 90 as shown in FIG. 2. The control unit 20
controls and manages the entire mobile phone 10 including
each function block of the mobile phone 10. The touch panel
30 is configured by arranging, in an overlapping manner on
the front face of the display unit 32, the input unit 34 where
inputs from a user are received as described above. With
such a configuration, the touch panel 30 receives operation
inputs from the user and displays a variety of information
such as input results and the like according to each appli-
cation.

The input unit 34 of the touch panel 30 detects (receives)
inputs by contact (pressing) with a fingertip of a user, a
stylus or the like, and outputs a signal corresponding to the
location where the input by the contact was detected. The
touch panel 30 is configured, for example, by a publicly
known method such as resistive film method, capacitance
method and the like. The display unit 32 displays display
corresponding to each application, and renders and displays,
on a predefined display region, a user interface consisting of
various kinds of keys, buttons and the like for receiving
operation inputs from a user with respect to the input unit 34
as well. Furthermore, the display unit 32 also displays icons
of folders or files that are to be described later. Hereinafter,
as described, in order to receive operation inputs from a user
with respect to the input unit 34 of the touch panel 30,
images such as various keys and buttons, icons of folders or
files and the like to be displayed on the display unit 32 are
simply described as “object.”

The load detection unit 40 detects a pressing load with
respect to the touch panel 30 (or to the input unit 34) and is
configured, for example, with a strain gauge sensor. The
vibration part 50 vibrates the touch panel 30 and is config-
ured, for example, with a piezoelectric element, an ultra-
sonic transducer or the like. The relation of the load detec-
tion unit 40, vibration part 50, and the touch panel 30 in the
configuration is described later.

The storage part 60 stores various applications, and vari-
ous kinds of information and the like that have been input,
and functions as a work memory and the like. Furthermore,
the storage part 60 also stores a plurality of templates
including various kinds of objects to be used in accordance
with each application.

The voice-input unit 70 converts the voice of a user to
input signals and sends the input signals to the control unit
20. The voice-output unit 80 converts the voice signals
received from the control unit 20 to voice and outputs the
voice. The key-input unit 90 sends a corresponding signal to
the control unit 20 according to the operation input from the
user. The usage and the function are defined for various keys
constituting the key-input unit 90 in accordance with the
application to be used.

The mobile phone 10 further comprises various function-
ing parts required for providing functions as a normal
mobile phone such as an antenna, a radio communication
part and the like for transmitting/receiving a variety of
information such as voice communications and e-mail data
to/from a base station via Internet, wireless communications
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or the like. However, there is nothing different from publicly
known technologies with regard to these; hence, the descrip-
tion is omitted.

Next, the relation of the above-mentioned load detection
unit 40 and vibration part 50, and touch panel 30 is
described.

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary assembling
structure of touch panel 30, a load detection unit 40 and a
vibration part 50 of the mobile phone 10 shown in FIG. 2.
FIG. 3(A) is a cross-sectional view of the main part and FIG.
3(B) is a plan view of the main part.

The display unit 32 displaying various kinds of objects on
the touch panel 30 is housed and held within a housing 12.
An input device according to the present embodiment holds
an input unit 34 on the display unit 32 via an insulator 36 that
is composed of a resilient member. In the input device
according to the present embodiment, the display unit 32 and
the input unit 34 have a rectangular-shape with a plan view.
Although the touch panel 30 is shown as a square in FIG. 3,
the touch panel 30 may also be a rectangle according to the
specifications of a mobile terminal in which the touch panel
30 is installed. Furthermore, the input device holds the input
unit 34 on the display unit 32 via the insulator 36 that is
arranged at four corners shown by dotted lines away from
the display region A of the display unit 32 as shown in FIG.
3(B).

An upper cover 14 is provided for the input device in the
housing 12 to cover the surface region of the input unit 34
that is outside the display region of the display unit 32, and
the insulator 16 composed of a resilient member is arranged
between the upper cover 14 and the input unit 34.

The surface of the input unit 34, that is, the face where
operation inputs are received, for example, is composed of
a clear film, and the back face is composed of glass. The
input unit 34 has a structure allowing the clear film on the
surface slightly warp (strain) in response to the pressed force
when the operating surface is pressed.

In the input device according to the present embodiment,
strain gauge sensors for detecting a pressing load (pressing
force) applied to the input unit 34 is respectively provided by
bonding or the like, in the vicinity of each side that is
covered by the upper cover 14, on the clear film of the
surface of the input unit 34. Furthermore, in the input device,
piezoelectric elements, ultrasonic transducers or the like for
vibrating the input unit 34 are respectively provided by
bonding or the like, at the vicinity of two facing sides on the
glass surface of the back face of the input unit 34. That is,
the input device shown in FIG. 3 includes the load detection
unit 40 shown in FIG. 2 constituted by four strain gauge
sensors, and the vibration part 50 constituted by two trans-
ducers. The vibration part 50 can generate vibrations and
deliver the vibration to the fingertip of the user that is
pressing the input unit 34, or a pressing object such as a
stylus pen and the like. Furthermore, the vibration part 50
drives, for example, two supersonic transducers in the same
phase. The illustration of the housing 12, upper cover 14 and
insulator 16 shown in FIG. 3A are omitted in FIG. 3B.

In the input device according to the present embodiment,
the control unit 20 monitors inputs detected at the input unit
34 and also monitors pressing loads detected at the load
detection unit 40. The control unit 20 is capable of deter-
mining whether or not the pressing load detected at the load
detection unit 40 satisfies a predefined load standard (stan-
dard value). The load detection unit 40 detects, for example,
a load from the average value of the outputs from the four
strain gauge sensors.
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Herein, the “predefined load standard” is the standard of
a pressing load detected at the load detection unit 40 set as
a standard for conducting opening/closing operations of a
folder to be described later. The predefined load standard
may be set from the initial settings of the mobile phone 10
or from changes to the settings made by the user. Further-
more, the load detection unit 40 is capable of detecting a
pressing load, which changes from a state of not satistying
a predefined load standard to a state of satisfying the
predefined load standard, with respect to the input unit 34 by
monitoring temporal changes in the pressing load. Likewise,
the load detection unit 40 is also capable of detecting a
pressing load, which changes from a state of satisfying a
predefined load standard to a state of satisfying the pre-
defined load standard, with respect to the input unit 34 by
monitoring temporal changes in the pressing load.

The value of a load standard is regarded as the “threshold
value of a pressing load” and an aspect of determining that
“the load standard is satisfied” in case of reaching the value
of the load standard has been described thus far. Hereinafter,
although a determining case according to such an aspect is
described, the aspect determined as “the load standard is
satisfied” is not limited to this, but presumably many aspects
are presumed to be included. When a pressing load by a
pressing input from a user with respect to an object happens
to exceed the above value of the load standard, for example,
it is possible to determine that “the load standard is satis-
fied.” Furthermore, when the load detection unit 40 detects
a pressing load indicating the above value of the load
standard, it is also possible to determine that “the load
standard is satisfied.”

The same is true in an aspect where it is possible to
determine that “the load standard is not satisfied.” That is, in
the following description, a case determining that the “load
standard is not satisfied” is described if the value falls below
the load standard. However, when the pressing load by a
pressing input by the user with respect to an object happens
to be below the above value of the load standard, it is also
possible to determine that “the load standard is not satis-
fied.” Moreover, if a pressing load indicating the above
value of the load standard is no longer detected by the load
detection unit 40, it is also possible to determine that “the
load standard is not satisfied.”

Next, opening and closing operations of folders according
to the present embodiment are described. FIG. 4 is a diagram
conceptually showing how opening and closing operations
are conducted with respect to folders by an input device
according to the present embodiment. In the present embodi-
ment, folders based on the concept of a hierarchical structure
of directories that is widely used in basic software of
conventional operation system (OS) and the like are used.
Therefore, in the present embodiment, each folder can
include a plurality of files and/or more folders therein.

In the input device according to the present embodiment,
displaying the content (object) of files and/or other folders
included in one folder to inform the content of the folder to
the user is stated as “opening” the folder. For example, if
Folder A shown in FIG. 4(A) includes Folder B, Folder C,
File a and File b, the content included in the Folder A is
displayed as shown in FIG. 4(B) when the Folder A is
opened. Moreover, for example, if the Folder B shown in
FIG. 4(B) includes Folder D and File c, the content included
in the Folder B is displayed as shown in FIG. 4(C) when the
Folder B is opened.

In the input device according to the present embodiment,
when one folder is opened and the content of the folder is
displayed, returning to a state in which the content is not
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10
displayed is stated as “closing” the folder. In FIG. 4(C), for
example, content included in the folder B (folder D as well
as file ¢) are displayed, but a content shown in FIG. 4(B) is
displayed when the Folder B is closed. Moreover, in FIG.
4(B), the content included in the folder A (folder B, folder
C, file a, and file b) are being displayed, but closing the
folder A brings a display such as the one shown in FIG. 4(A).

Next, detection of a pressing load with respect to the
touch panel 30 of the input device according to the present
embodiment is described.

The input device according to the present embodiment
can cause the display unit 32 of the touch panel 30 to display
objects of a folder having a hierarchical structure as shown
in FIG. 4. In this event, the input unit 34 of the touch panel
30 receives a pressing input with respect to the display unit
32 by a fingertip of the user, a stylus or the like. In this
manner, when the pressing input is applied to the input unit
34, the load detection unit 40 detects the pressing load with
respect to the input unit 34.

FIG. 5 is a diagram showing an example in which a
pressing load with respect to the input unit 34 by a fingertip
of the user, a stylus or the like is detected by the load
detection unit 40. FIG. 5 schematically shows exemplary
temporal changes of a pressing load detected by the load
detection unit 40 when the user conducts operation inputs by
pressing the input unit 34 of the touch panel 30. In general,
in the event of conducting an operation to press (pressing
input) the input unit 34 of the touch panel 30, the user keeps
increasing the pressing force with respect to the input unit 34
(that is, conducting an operation to press at the input unit 34)
after touching the input unit 34 until the time when the user
can determine that the input has been received. Furthermore,
the user reduces the pressing force with respect to the input
unit 34 (that is, an operation to release a finger from the input
unit 34 takes place) from the time when the user determines
that the input was received. Therefore, as shown by the
curve in FIG. 4, the pressing load detected by the load
detection unit 40 initially increases upwardly as the elapse of
time from left to right and decreases downwardly during the
course.

When the user conducts a normal operation input with
respect to the input unit 34, since a pressing input is applied
based on the normal pressing force, the load detection unit
40 detects, for example, the pressing load undergoing
changes from Al to A2 as shown in FIG. 5. On the other
hand, when the user conducts an operation input with more
pressing force than a normal operation input with respect to
the input unit 34, since the pressing input is intentionally
applied with more pressing force than a normal pressing
force, the load detection unit 40 detects, for example, the
pressing load undergoing changes from B1 to B2 as shown
in FIG. 5.

In this manner, in the present embodiment, using the load
detection unit 40 makes it possible to distinguish and detect
a load standard (for example, P1 in FIG. 5) presuming a
normal operation input by a normal pressing force and a load
standard (for example, P2) presuming an operation input by
a pressing force that is more powerful than normal. Further-
more, in case of setting a load standard as in P1 shown in
FIG. 5, for example, it is possible to distinguish a pressing
input (Al in FIG. 5) changing from a state of not satisfying
the load standard to a state of satisfying the predefined load
standard from a pressing input (A2 in FIG. 5) changing from
a state of satisfying the load standard to a state of satisfying
the predefined load standard. Therefore, in the present
embodiment, by distinguishing these two inputs, separate
operations may be assigned respectively.
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Next, a closing process of folders according to the present
embodiment is described. The closing process of folders
according to the first embodiment is a process conducted in
a state in which a folder has been opened and is displayed
on the display unit 32. In the present embodiment, if the load
detection unit 40 detects a pressing load that satisfies a
predefined load standard with respect to the input unit 34
while a folder is in an open state, the control unit 20 closes
the folder that is open.

If P1 as shown in FIG. 5 is set, for example, as a load
standard to conduct normal operation inputs (operations to
open a folder and the like), P2 shown in FIG. 5 preferably
set as a load standard to conduct operation inputs using a
more powerful force than normal is preferably set as a
predefined load standard. That is, if the load detection unit
40 detects a pressing load satisfying the load standard P2
shown in FIG. 5 with respect to the input unit 34 while a
folder is in an open state, the control unit 20 closes the folder
that has been opened. Thereby, the user can close the folder
on the display unit 32 while conducting operations of the
folder using the touch panel 30 of the mobile phone 10 by
pressing an arbitrary location of the input unit 34 of the
touch panel 30 with a force slightly more powerful than
normal.

For example, if a display as shown in FIG. 4(C) is
displayed on the display unit 32 of the touch panel 30, the
user can have a display as shown in FIG. 4(B) by pressing
an arbitrary location of the input unit 34 with a force slightly
more powerful than normal to close the folder B that has
been opened. Furthermore, if a display as shown in FIG.
4(B) is being displayed on the display unit 32, the user can
have a display as shown in FIG. 4(A) by pressing an
arbitrary location of the input unit 34 with a slightly more
powerful force than a normal pressing force to close the
folder A that has been opened.

In the present embodiment a folder may be closed by a
user operation that is simple and easily differentiated from
other operations without providing a separate icon (object)
to close the folder. Therefore, according to the mobile phone
10 in the present embodiment, the user is able to conduct
reliable folder operations simply and swiftly using a touch
panel.

Second Embodiment

Next, a closing process of folders according to the second
embodiment of the present invention is described.

The second embodiment has a change in the closing
process of a folder conducted by the control unit 20 in the
mobile phone 10 described in the first embodiment. There-
fore, descriptions that are the same as the first embodiment
are omitted. The closing process according to the present
embodiment is a process related to the opening operation of
a folder; hence, the closing process according to the present
embodiment as well as the opening process of a folder
according to the present embodiment is described.

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram of an opening/closing process of
a folder according to the second embodiment. The present
process starts at a point when the input unit 34 of the touch
panel 30 detects a pressing input by a finger of a user and the
like. Even at the starting point of the present process, it is
presumed that an object of the folder is displayed on the
display unit 32. If an input is detected at the input unit 34 by
a pressing input with respect to the input unit 34 correspond-
ing to the location of the object of the folder, the control unit
20 determines whether or not the load detection unit 40 has
detected the pressing load changing from a state of not
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satisfying a predefined load standard to a state of satisfying
the predefined load standard (Step S21). In the flow chart of
FIG. 6, to simplify the statement, “from a state of not
satisfying the standard to a state of satisfying the predefined
load standard” is simply stated as “below standard—above.”
Furthermore, “from a state of satisfying the standard to a
state of satistying the predefined load standard” is simply
stated as “above standard—below.”

If the load detection unit 40 detects the pressing load
changing from a state of not satisfying a predefined load
standard to a state of satisfying the predefined load standard
in Step S21, the control unit 20 opens the folder (Step S22).
That is, the control unit 20 displays, on the display unit 32,
icons (object) of files and/or folders that are included in the
hierarchy that is immediately below the folder to be opened.

After the folder is opened in Step S22, the control unit 20
determines whether the load detection unit 40 has detected
the pressing load changing from a state of satisfying a
predefined load standard to a state of satisfying the pre-
defined load standard (Step S23). If the pressing load
changing from a state of satisfying a predefined load stan-
dard to a state of satisfying the predefined load standard is
detected by the load detection unit 40 in Step S23, the
control unit 20 closes the folder that has been opened (Step
S24). That is, the control unit 20 brings the icons of files
and/or other folders included in the hierarchy that is imme-
diately below the folder that is open back to a not displaying
state on the display unit 32.

FIG. 7 is a diagram showing an exemplary operation
process based on the process according to the above-men-
tioned second embodiment. In the event of conducting the
aforementioned process, temporal changes of the pressing
load with respect to the input unit 34 of the touch panel 30
detected by the load detection unit 40 is shown at a lower
part of FIG. 7 and an exemplary drawing of the accompa-
nying display changes of the display unit 32 is shown at a
higher part of FIG. 7. In FIG. 7, a predefined load standard
described in the above-mentioned process is indicated as
“load standard P1.”

State A as shown in FIG. 7(A) indicates how pressing
force applied to a pressing input increases after a user has
touched the input unit 34 of the touch panel 30 with a
fingertip or the like. In FIG. 7(A), hatching is added to show
an object of a folder corresponding to the location of the
input unit 34 where an input is detected. In this manner, if
an object such as a folder, a file and the like is present at a
location of the input unit 34 where the input is detected, in
order to show the user that an input corresponding to the
object has been detected, a process such as adding a color to
the object or the like is preferably carried out by the control
unit 20. An arrow attached to the folder that is shown by
adding hatching in FIG. 7(A) indicates that an input by a
user’s fingertip and the like has been detected at the location.
Such an object indicating an input location can be set to be
displayed or not to be displayed on the display unit 32.

If a pressing load pressing the input unit 34 of the touch
panel 30 by the user changes from a state of not satisfying
the load standard P1 to a state of satisfying the predefined
load standard (Step S21: Yes branch), the control unit 20
opens the folder that is being pressed as shown in FIG. 7(B)
(Step S22). Thereafter, while the file is open, if the pressing
load applied by the user pressing the input unit 34 changes
from a state of satisfying the load standard P1 to a state of
satisfying the predefined load standard (Step S23: Yes
branch), the control unit 20 closes the folder that has been
opened as shown in FIG. 7(C) (Step S24). The input, of
which a pressing load changes from the state of satisfying a
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predefined load standard P1 to a state of satisfying the
predefined load standard at the time of closing a folder, may
be located at the object of the folder that was open or may
also be located at other than the folder.

The user can also select or execute other folders, files or
the like that are included in the opened folder in a state
shown in FIG. 7(B). In this case, the mobile phone 10
receives, on the input unit 34, an input of which the input
location is moved to the object of a folder or a file desired
by the user while maintaining the pressing load that satisfies
P1. After the input of which the input location is moved to
the object of another folder or a file that is included in the
opened folder is detected, the mobile phone 10 receives, at
the load detection unit 40, an input with respect to the object
satisfying a load standard that is set higher than P1. If an
input with respect to the object satisfying the load standard
that is higher than P1 is detected, the control unit 20 selects
or executes a folder or a file related to the object.

In this manner, there is no need to separately provide an
icon for closing a folder in the present embodiment. Fur-
thermore, a folder can be opened and the folder that has been
opened can be closed by the user operation that is simple and
easily differentiated from other operations. Therefore,
according to the mobile phone 10 of the present embodi-
ment, the user can conduct reliable folder operations simply
and promptly using a touch panel.

Third Embodiment

Next, a closing process of folders according to the third
embodiment of the present invention is described.

The third embodiment has a change in the closing process
of a folder conducted by the control unit 20 in the mobile
phone 10 described in the first embodiment similar to the
above-described second embodiment. Therefore, descrip-
tions that are the same as the first and second embodiments
are omitted. In addition, the closing process according to the
present embodiment is a process related to the opening
operation of a folder; hence, the closing process according
to the present embodiment as well as the opening process of
a folder according to the present embodiment is described.

In the present embodiment, a first load standard and a
second load standard are set as standards for conducting the
opening or closing operations of folders. In the present
embodiment, the second load standard is set to be a standard
that is lower than the first load standard.

FIG. 8 is a flow diagram for showing how an opening/
closing process of a folder according to the third embodi-
ment. The present process starts at a point when the input
unit 34 of the touch panel 30 detects a pressing input by a
finger of a user and the like. Even at the starting point of the
present process, it is presumed that an object of the folder is
displayed on the display unit 32. If an input is detected at the
input unit 34 by a pressing input with respect to the input
unit 34 corresponding to the location of the object of the
folder, the control unit 20 determines whether or not the load
detection unit 40 has detected the pressing load changing
from a state of not satisfying the above-mentioned first load
standard to a state of satisfying the predefined load standard
(Step S31).

If the load detection unit 40 detects the pressing load
changing from a state of not satisfying the first load standard
to a state of satisfying the predefined load standard in Step
S31, the control unit 20 opens the folder (Step S32). After
the folder is opened in Step S32, the control unit 20
determines whether or not the load detection unit 40 has
detected the pressing load changing from a state of satisfy-
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ing a second load standard that is lower than the first load
standard to a state of satisfying the predefined load standard
(Step S33).

If a pressing load changing from a state of satisfying the
second load standard that is lower than the first load standard
to a state of satisfying the predefined load standard is not
detected in Step S33, the control unit 20 returns to Step S31
and continues the process. Here, if another folder included
in the folder that has been opened is displayed on the display
unit 32, the mobile phone 10 is capable of receiving an input
that the user moves an input location to the object of the
other folder while the pressing load with respect to the input
unit 34 is being detected. At this time, in Step S31, if a
pressing load that changes from a state of not satistying the
first load standard to a state of satisfying the predefined load
standard is detected with respect to the input unit 34 corre-
sponding to the location of the object of the other folder, the
control unit 20 opens the other folder in Step S32. In the
present embodiment, since such a process may be repeated,
the user is able to open folders included in the hierarchy that
is immediately below the folder one after another.

FIG. 9 is a diagram showing an exemplary operation
process based on a process in which the opening operation
of above-mentioned folders is repeated. In FIG. 9, the first
load standard described in the above process is indicated as
“load standard P2.”

In FIG. 9(A), the user is pressing the upper left folder on
the input unit 34 of the touch panel 30. While the user is
pressing the folder, if the pressing load pressing the input
unit 34 changes from a state of not satistying a predefined
load standard P2 to a state of satisfying the predefined load
standard (Step S31: Yes branch), the control unit 20 opens
the folder that is being pressed as shown in FIG. 9(B) (Step
S32). Thereafter, if the user moves the location of the
pressing input to a location of another folder that is included
in the opened folder while pressing the input unit 34, it is
assumed to be the state shown in FIG. 9(B). In this state, if
the pressing load by the user pressing the input unit 34
changes from a state of not satistying the predefined load
standard P2 to a state of satisfying the predefined load
standard (Step S31: Yes branch), the control unit 20 opens
the folder that is being pressed as shown in FIG. 9(C) (Step
S32). Even after this, the user can open the folder shown in
FIG. 9(C) by conducting the same operation as shown in
FIG. 9(D).

In this manner, in the present embodiment, the user can
consecutively conduct opening operations of folders
smoothly without releasing a finger from the input unit 34 of
the touch panel 30. In case of detecting a pressing load that
changes from a state of not satisfying the first load standard
to a state of satistying the predefined load standard with
respect to the input unit 34 corresponding to the location of
the object of a file, not a folder, the control unit 20 preferably
starts an application to open the file.

On the other hand, if a pressing load changing from a state
of satisfying the second load standard that is lower than the
first load standard to a state of satisfying the predefined load
standard is detected in Step S33, the control unit 20 closes
a folder that is open on the display unit 32 (Step S34). In this
case, the control unit 20 closes a folder in the lowest
hierarchy among folders that are open on the display unit 32.
After Step S34, the control unit 20 determines whether a
pressing input on the input unit 34 has been detected or not
and if detected, the process continues by returning to Step
S31. If no longer detected, the process ends. In this manner,
in the present embodiment, the user is also able to repeat the
closing process of a folder without releasing their finger
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from the input unit 34 of the touch panel 30. Therefore, the
user is able to return to a folder in the hierarchy immediately
above by closing the folder of the lowest hierarchy.

FIG. 10 is a diagram showing an exemplary operation
process based on a process in which the closing operation of
above-mentioned folders is repeated. In FIG. 10, the second
load standard described in the above-mentioned process is
indicated as “load standard P1.”

In FIG. 10(A), three folders are displayed on the display
unit 32 in an open state. That is, FIG. 10(A) shows a state
in which the content of folders from the highest level to the
third hierarchy is displayed. Then, if a pressing load by the
user pressing the input unit 34 of the touch panel 30 changes
from a state of satisfying the predefined load standard P1 to
a state of satisfying the predefined load standard (Step S33:
Yes branch), the control unit 20 closes the folder in the
lowest hierarchy (the third in the hierarchy) as shown in
FIG. 9(B) (Step S34). Thereafter, if the pressing load press-
ing the input unit 34 again changes from a state of satisfying
the predefined load standard P1 to a state of satisfying the
predefined load standard (Step S33: Yes branch), the control
unit 20 closes the folder in the lowest hierarchy (the second
in the hierarchy) as shown in FIG. 9(C) (Step S34). Even
after this, the user can close the folder shown in FIG. 9(C)
by conducting the same operation as shown in FIG. 9(D).

As described, in the present embodiment, the user is able
to consecutively conduct closing operations of folders
smoothly without releasing their finger from the input unit
34 of the touch panel 30. Also in the present embodiment, in
the event of closing a folder, the input of which a pressing
load changes from a state of satisfying the second load
standard P1 to a state of satisfying the predefined load
standard may be conducted by the user at an arbitrary
location of the input unit 34.

In the present embodiment, since the load standard for
closing a folder is set lower than the load standard for
opening a folder, it is expected to significantly reduce the
risk of error that a user unintentionally closes a folder in
addition to the above-mentioned advantages in the second
embodiment.

Fourth Embodiment

Next, a closing process of folders according to the fourth
embodiment of the present invention is described.

In the fourth embodiment, the superior-inferior relation-
ship of the first load standard and the second load standard
is reversed in the above-mentioned third embodiment.
Therefore, descriptions that are the same as the third
embodiment are omitted. In the present embodiment, a first
load standard and a second load standard are set as standards
for conducting the opening or closing operations of folders.
In the present embodiment, the second load standard is set
to be a standard that is higher than the first load standard.

In the fourth embodiment, the opening or closing opera-
tions of folders may be conducted based on the flow diagram
shown in FIG. 8 described in the third embodiment. There-
fore, the detail explanation of the operations is omitted.

FIG. 11 is a diagram showing an exemplary operation
process based on a process in which the opening operation
of folders according to the fourth embodiment is repeated. In
FIG. 11, the first load standard in the present operation is
indicated as “load standard P1.” In the fourth embodiment,
a user is able to consecutively conduct opening operations of
folders smoothly without releasing a finger from the input
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unit 34 of the touch panel 30 by a pressing force that is
weaker than that of the opening process of folders described
in the third embodiment.

FIG. 12 is a diagram showing an exemplary operation
process based on a process in which the closing operation of
folders according to the fourth embodiment is repeated. In
FIG. 12, the second load standard in the present operation is
indicated as “load standard P2.” In the present embodiment,
a user is able to consecutively conduct closing operations of
folders smoothly without releasing a finger from the input
unit 34 of the touch panel 30 by a pressing force that is
stronger than that of the opening process of folders
described in the third embodiment. In this manner, the user
can consecutively conduct operations to return to a folder in
the level immediately above by closing the folder of the
lowest hierarchy.

In this embodiment, since the load standard for closing a
folder is set higher than the load standard for opening a
folder, it is expected to further reduce the risk of errors by
a user in comparison to the above-mentioned third embodi-
ment in terms of unintentionally closing a folder. Further-
more, by setting the load standard for closing a folder higher
than the load standard for opening a folder, even if the user
releases a finger from the input unit 34 of the touch panel 30
after opening the folder, the folder does not close. If the user
wishes to close a folder after releasing their finger from the
input unit 34 of the touch panel 30, the user may simply
apply a pressing load exceeding the second load standard
that is higher than the first load standard for opening a folder
at a location where there is no object of folders.

Fifth Embodiment

Next, a closing process of folders according to the fifth
embodiment of the present invention is described.

In the fifth embodiment, the closing process is the process
of an operation to simultaneously close all the folders
opened and displayed on the display unit 32 of the touch
panel 30 in each of the above-described embodiments.
Therefore, descriptions that are the same as each of the
above-described embodiments are omitted.

In the present embodiment, a first load standard and a
second load standard are set as standards for conducting the
closing operations of folders at once. The first load standard
in the present embodiment is set based on a pressing load of
a pressing input of which a pressing force is more powerful
than normal operation inputs conducted by a user with
respect to the display unit 32. For example, the first load
standard can be set as a load standard that is higher than any
of the load standards used in each of the above-mentioned
embodiments.

The second load standard in the present embodiment is set
as a load standard that is lower than the above-mentioned
first load standards. For example, the second load standard
can be set as a load standard that is lower than any of the
load standards used in each of the above-mentioned embodi-
ments. Specifically, the second load standard can be set as a
very small load standard with a pressing load of close to
zero, for example. In this case, the state where a pressing
load detected by the load detection unit 40 is “not satisfying
the second load standard” 40 of “a state of not satisfying the
second load standard” is regarded as a case in which the
pressing load detected by the load detection unit 40 is
virtually zero.

FIG. 13 is a flow diagram of a closing process of a folder
according to the fifth embodiment. The process starts at a
time when the input unit 34 of the touch panel 30 detects a
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pressing input by a finger of a user and the like. Even at the
starting point of the present process, it is presumed that the
object of a folder is displayed on the display unit 32.

When the pressing input is detected at the input unit 34 of
the touch panel 30, the control unite 20 first determines
whether or not a folder that is open is displayed on the
display unit 32 (Step S51). If the folder that is open is not
displayed, the control unit 20 does not carry out the closing
process of the folder according to the present embodiment
and ends the process.

When the folder that was opened is displayed in Step S51,
the control unit 20 determines whether or not the load
detection unit 40 has detected the aforementioned pressing
load that changes from a state of satisfying the first load
standard to a state of not satisfying the second load standard
(Step S52). If the load detection unit 40 detects a pressing
load that changes from a state of satisfying the first load
standard to a state of not satisfying the second load standard
in Step S52, the control unit 20 closes all the folders that
have been opened and are displayed on the display unit 32
(Step S53). That is, the control unit 20 brings all the icons
of opened folders as well as files and/or folders in the lower
or same hierarchies of the folders back to a state of not
displaying on the display unit 32.

FIG. 14 is a diagram showing a exemplary operation
process based on the process according to the aforemen-
tioned fifth embodiment. In FIG. 14, the first load standard
described in the above process is indicated as “load standard
P4.” In addition, the second load standard is indicated as a
load standard with a nearly zero pressing load, and “a state
of not satisfying the second load standard” as a case in which
the pressing load becomes virtually zero.

The state A shown in FIG. 14(A) indicates how the user
increases the pressing force applied to the pressing input
while their fingertip and the like is in contact with the input
unit 34 of the touch panel 30. Three folders have been
opened and are displayed on the display unit 32 of the touch
panel 30 in FIG. 14(A).

The starting point of the state B (the time when the state
A has been shifted to the state B) shown in FIG. 14(B)
indicates a state in which the pressing load by the user
pressing the input unit 34 of the touch panel 30 has satisfied
a predefined load standard P4. At this time, there is no
change on the display unit 32 of the touch panel 30 in FIG.
14(B), but if a pressing load satisfying the predefined load
standard P4 is detected by the load detection unit 40, the
control unit 20 may inform the user by displaying the
situation on the display unit 32. For example, changing the
color of all the folders the user is trying to close can be
considered as a way of notification.

In the state B shown in FIG. 14(B), if the state changes to
a state of not satisfying the second load standard (in a case
in which the pressing load becomes virtually zero) (Step
S52: Yes branch), the control unit 20 closes all the folders
that have been opened as shown in FIG. 14(C) (Step S53).

In this manner, in the present embodiment, by very simple
user operations that can be is simple and easily differentiated
from other operations, it is possible to close all folders that
have been opened at once. Hence, it is no longer necessary
for the user to close each folder one by one. Therefore,
according to the mobile phone 10 of the present embodi-
ment, the user is able to conduct reliable folder operations
simply and promptly using a touch panel.

The present invention is not limited to above-described
embodiments. Many changes or modifications are possible.
In the above embodiment, for example, the value of each
load standard is presumed to be preliminarily set, but the
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user can preferably change or adjust the value when neces-
sary. In this way, if the user feels uncomfortable with regard
to the pressing load setting during an operation, the user can
appropriately correct the settings afterward.

In each of the above-described embodiments, an exem-
plary process of informing a user by adding colors to objects
was described in order to indicate to a user that an input
related to an object such as a folder and the like is being
detected or in order to show closing folders. However, if an
input related to an object is detected, it is also possible to let
the user recognize it by vibrating the vibration part 50
instead of adding a color to the object, or in addition to
adding a color to the object. Furthermore, in such a case, for
example, it is also possible to let the user recognize it by
generating a specific sound from the voice-output unit 80
instead of by vibrations.

Moreover, in addition to what has been described in the
above embodiments, for example, in Step S22 and in Step
S24, it is also possible to indicate that a process with respect
to the input from the user is conducted appropriately by
vibrating the vibration part 50.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

According to an input device of the present invention, if
a pressing load to a touch-panel satisfies a predefined load
standard and if it is detected while a folder is in an open
state, the folder that has been opened is closed. Therefore,
the input device of the present invention does not need to
provide an icon for closing the folder when a folder is
opened by operating a touch panel.

REFERENCE NUMERALS

10 mobile phone

: control unit module

: touch panel

: display unit module

: input unit module

: load detection unit module

: vibration part

. storage part

: voice-input unit module

: voice-output unit module

: key-input unit module

The invention claimed is:

1. An input device, comprising:

a display unit displaying a first display screen comprising
a closed folder icon on the display unit, the closed
folder icon representing a hierarchical structure com-
prising sub-items, such that when the closed folder icon
is opened, the display unit displays a second display
screen comprising an open folder icon that replaces the
closed folder icon, and the sub-items of the hierarchical
structure displayed separate from the open folder icon
or partially overlapping the open folder icon;

a touch panel receiving pressing inputs with respect to the
display unit;

a load detection unit detecting a pressing load with respect
to the touch panel or the display unit; and

a control unit controlling the display of the hierarchical
structure such that, if the open folder icon and the
hierarchical structure of the second display screen are
displayed on the display unit, and when a pressing load
satisfying a predefined load standard with respect to the
touch panel or the display unit is detected on the open
folder icon by the load detection unit, the control unit
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informs a user of the input device that the open folder
will be closed before closing the open folder, and the
display unit displays the first display screen comprising
the closed folder icon.

2. The input device of claim 1, wherein the predefined
load standard is greater than a zero load state.

3. The input device of claim 1, wherein the pressing load
satisfying a predefined load standard comprises a pressing
load that changes from a state of being lower than the
predefined load standard to a state of being higher than the
predefined load standard.

4. The input device of claim 1, wherein, if the pressing
load satisfies the predefined load standard, the control unit
informs the user that the open folder will be closed by
changing a color of the open folder before closing the open
folder.

5. The input device of claim 1, further comprising a voice
output unit, wherein, if the pressing load satisfies the pre-
defined load standard, the control unit informs the user that
the open folder will be closed by causing the voice output
unit to generate a sound before closing the open folder.

6. An input device, comprising:

a touch panel display unit;

a load detection unit detecting pressing loads with respect

to the touch panel display unit; and

a control unit

displaying a closed folder object on the touch panel
display unit, the folder-closed object representing a
hierarchical structure comprising sub-items;

opening the closed folder object by displaying, on the
touch panel display unit, an open folder object in
place of the closed folder object and the sub-items of
the hierarchical structure separate from, or partially
overlapping, the open folder object when the load
detection unit detects a first predefined pressing load
on the closed folder object;

when the load detection unit detects a second pre-
defined non-zero pressing load on the open folder
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object, informing a user of the input device that the
open folder object will be closed before closing the
open folder object;

performing a close operation by removing the display
of the sub-items of the hierarchical structure from the
touch panel display unit and replacing the open
folder object with the closed folder object when the
load detection unit detects the second pre-defined
non-zero pressing load on the open folder object, the
second pre-defined non-zero pressing load different
from the first pressing load.
7. An input device, comprising:
a display unit displaying a folder object on the display
unit, the folder object representing a hierarchical folder
structure comprising sub-items;
a touch panel receiving pressing inputs with respect to the
display unit;
a load detection unit detecting pressing loads with respect
to the touch panel or the display unit; and
a control unit
performing an open operation by displaying, on the
display unit, an open folder object in place of the
folder object and the sub-items of the hierarchical
folder structure separate from, or partially overlap-
ping, the open folder object, when the load detection
unit detects a first predefined pressing load on the
folder object;

when the load detection unit detects a second pre-
defined non-zero pressing load on the open folder
object, informing a user of the input device that the
open folder object will be closed before closing the
open folder object;

performing a close operation by removing the display
of the sub-items of the hierarchical structure from the
display unit and replacing the open folder object with
the folder object when the load detection unit detects
the second pre-defined non-zero pressing load on the
open folder object, the second pre-defined non-zero
pressing load different from the first pressing load.
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